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SECTION A

Sub – Section I

For passages 1 – 4, you are expected to choose One of your choices and answer the questions following it as precise as possible.

Either

1. BETRAYAL IN THE CITY: Francis Imbuga
REGINA: Jusper, you promised. You promised to be a good boy. Do you now talk of revenge? Remember what my brother told you before you left prison. What did he say? What did he tell you to do?

JUSPER: To close my eyes, block my ears and pretend that nothing is happening. But he was wrong. Madmen don‟t pretend. Regina, don‟t take sides with them. They only use us as scapegoats, a kind of outlet for their anger. It is shame.

REGINA: It is a shame to wear that thing in the streets, and worse to have it on under my humble roof. Don‟t they teach you manners at that University?

JUSPER: I am a philosophy student, not a student of manners. Regina, the street disease has caught up with you. You have lost your fighting spirit like everyone else in the street. As we marched up and down, some of them even shouted abusive words to us. Beggars leaning on street walls told us we were wasting time.

REGINA:   They are right, you are waste wasting time.

JUSPER: It is a year ago since we lost more than one time. All the students want is his photograph printed in the local newspapers. We are prepared to pay for it.

REGINA:   You cannot force them.

JUSPER: That is the tragedy of it all. We can‟t force the freedom of the press to favour us. Just a photograph with the word THANKS above it; that is all we want.

REGINA:   What would you achieve by that?

JUSPER:    Nothing, but it is what is done in the circumstances. Why should he be an exception?

REGINA: Jusper, no good will come out of this struggle. Like you, I only have two close friends left in this world. You and my brother, but my brother is inside. If anything should go wrong. We‟ll all be wiped out. What then is the use of this raving? Those beggars who abused you were right. They know better than to fight stones. If your brother had kept his mouth shut, he would be with us now, and if my brother had also kept quiet, he would not be wasting anyway in a dungeon.

Questions

	(a)
	What events lead to this passage?
	(06marks)

	(b)
	Describe the character of Regina and Jusper as revealed in this passage.
	(04marks)

	(c)
	What happens after this scene?
	(06marks)

	(d)
	Identify and explain the themes shown in the passage above.
	(04marks)


Or
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2. THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. William Shakespeare
PORTIA: You see me, Lord Bassanio, where I stand, Such as I am. Though for myself alone

I would not be ambitious in my wish To wish myself much better, yet for you I would be trebled twenty times myself,

A thousand times more fair, ten thousand times More rich –

That only to stand high in your account,

I might in virtues, beauties, livings, friends, Exceed account. But the full sum of me

Is sum of nothing – which, to term in gross,

Is an unlessoned girl, unschooled, unpracticed, Happy in this, she is not yet so old

But she may learn; Happier than this She is not so bred dull but she can learn; Happiest of all is that her gentle spirit Commits itself to yours to be directed, As from her lord, her governor, her king. Myself and what is mine, to you and yours Is now converted. But now I was the lord Of this fair mansion, master of my servants, Queen o‟er myself; and even now, but now,

This house, these servants, and this same myself

Are yours, my lord‟s. I give them with this ring,

Which when you part from, lose, or give away, Let it presage the ruin of your love

And be my vantage to exclaim on you.

BASSANIO:
Madam, you have bereft me of all words.

Only my blood speaks to you in my veins,

And there is such confusion in my powers

As, after some oration fairly spoke

By a beloved prince, there doth appear

Among the buzzing pleased multitude,

Where every something being blent together

Turns to a wild of nothing, save of joy

Expressed and not expressed. But when this ring

Parts from this finger, then parts life from hence.

O then be bold to say Bassanio‟s dead!

NERISSA:
My lord and lady, it is now our time

They have stood by and seen our wishes prosper,

To cry‟ good joy‟. Good joy, my lord and lady.

GRATIANO: My lord and Bassanio, and my gentle lady, I wish you all the joy that you can wish –

For I am sure you can wish none from me –

And when your honours mean to solemnize

The bargain of your faith I do beseech you

Even at that time I may be married too.

BASSANIO:
With all my heart, so thou canst get a wife.
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GRATIANO:
I thank you lordship, you have got me one.

My eyes, my lord, can look as swift as yours:

You saw the mistress, I beheld the maid.

You loved, I loved – for intermission

No more pertains to me, my lord, than you.

Your fortune stood upon the casket there,

And so did mine too, as the matter falls;

For wooing here until I sweat again,

And swearing till my very roof was dry

With oaths of love, at last (if promise last)

I got a promise of this fair one here

To have her love, provide that your fortune

Achieved her mistress.

PORTIA:
Is this true, Nerissa?

NERISSA:
Madam, it is, so you stand pleased withal.

BASSANIO:
And do you, Gratiano, mean good faith?

GRATIANO:
Yes, faith, my lord.

BASSANIO:
Our feast shall be much honoured in your marriage.

GRATIANO:
(To NERISSA) we‟ll play with them the first boy for a thousand

ducats.

NERISSA:
What, and stake down?

GRATIANO:
No, we shall ne‟er win at that sport, and stake down.

who comes here? Lorenzo and his infidel!

What, and my old Venetian friend Salerio!

Questions:

(a)
What happens immediately before this scene?
(06marks)

(b) Describe the characters of:

(i) Portia

(ii)
Bassanio
(04marks)

(c)
Explain one major theme brought out in this extract.
(04marks)

(d)
What happens shortly after this scene?
(06marks)

Either

3. THE ALIEN WOMAN: Laury Ocen
With time, people came to appreciate him for many things – for his endurance and tolerance of insult, and dedication to his children‟s education. Even the most conservative ones, like Ogang, Only pretended stiff opposition to Olugo‟s activities because of envy. They saw some light in some of the things he preached, but only defied them in sheer stubbornness. For instance, there were two wells in Abela, with kilometer distance between. Bicencio Olugo always mobilized the local folk to repair the nearest to him, even Ogang who never cared much for well repair. „Where did you draw this water from? Didn‟t I tell you to go to Olugo‟s well?‟ he would rebuke one of his young children.

And yet Ogang would always refuse in the repair of the wells and would wait for some greedy local official to come and run after his chickens for the fine. And that was what Olugo did once when he first started work as the local administrator in charge of ten houses. He said he was tired of Ogang‟s arrogance and therefore seized his two fat cocks as fine. The law allowed him to do this. Ogang had come back from drinking and found out what Olugo had done. Those who saw him said that immediately he was told, the old man burst out into his wild diabolic laughter. He just went into his banana plantation and came out with a handful of soil, possibly taken from Olugo‟s footmarks. Three days later, Bicencio Olugo developed
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elephantiasis that went up to his groin and nearly damaged his testicles. It was Odukany, a medicine man from Kiwola who immediately saved him when in fact the forest owls had already predicted his death by their awful night hooting. Bicencio Olugo had then become aware that these refusals were calculated to fan antagonism possibly to exploit and get rid of him. In such circumstances he would work with the available man power who liked progress and ignore Ogang and his disciples.

	Questions:
	

	(a)
	What happens shortly before this extract?
	(06marks)

	(b)
	Explain the character of Bicencio Olugo as brought out in this passage.
	(04marks)

	(c)
	What two prominent themes are evident in this extract?
	(04marks)

	(d)
	What happens immediately after this incident?
	(06marks)


Or

4. CARCASE FOR HOUNDS: Meja Mwangi
In this storm?‟ the lieutenant shouted above the rain.

„They are fighting in the storm too, „Captain Kingsley snorted. „Those home – guards might be in need of help. And remember, we came to find Haraka. There he is lieutenant. „

Lieutenant Peter went for the platoons while the captain reached into the land rover for this automatic rifle. Rain fell with an unceasing monotony. He picked up his torch and shorn it around him. The trucks looked cold and deserted in the torch light. Further up the road the lieutenant was shouting. The captain searched under the seat of the Land – Rover for spare ammunition. He slipped a few magazines into the pockets of his great coat. Then; pulling his cap lower over his eyes and face to keep out the rain, he dragged himself through the mud and the bogged down convoy. Up front the lieutenant had the three platoons ready.

‘Guard the trucks,‟ he told him. „I will take the boys up there and have a look at whatever is going on. „I will be back soon.‟

„Good luck, sir,‟ Lieutenant Peter murmured.

Captain Kingsley led the soldiers up the dark muddy road, leaving the lieutenant standing at the rain, alone. The rain grew heavier. A cold, strong wind came with the rain and the heavy greatcoats stuck chilly and wet to their wearers. The jungle rustled with the wind and rain. By the sides of the road over flowing ditches whooshed with muddy water. And up at the village the crack – crack of the Italian rifles was punctuated by the murderous racket of that damned Patchett.

Guided only by the captain‟s torch light, the soldiers slogged the two marshy miles to the village. As they came nearer to the scene the noise of the battle rose. They came to the village gate. Behind the strong gate to the forester‟s house the big Alsatian, bayed mournfully. No gate keepers answered their summons. In the torch light the watch tower appeared cold and lonely in the climbed over the gates and opened there, and sped towards the sound of the shooting. They stopped as they approached the scene of the fighting. Some shooting came from towards the ditch. They opened up with their automatic rifles.

The harsh S.L.R.‟s thundered into the night, drowning silent. The whole night was silent.

	Questions
	

	(a)
	What happens just before this passage?
	(06marks)

	(b)
	Explain the character of Captain Kingsley in this passage.
	(04marks)

	(c)
	What obstacles does Captain Kingsley face in this scene?
	(05marks)

	(d)
	What happens immediately after this passage?
	(05marks)


5
Turn Over

SECTION II

If your question is a play in section I now you must attempt a novel and vice versa BETRAYAL IN THE CITY: Francis Imbuga

Either

5.  Describe the character of Boss in the play Betrayal in The City.
(20marks)

6. Or

7. What do you think are major failures of leaders today in reference to the play Betrayal in the city?
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE: William Shakespeare Either

7. What is the relevance of the play The Merchant of Venice to the student today? (20marks)
Or

8. Explain the differences between Shylock and Antonio in the play The Merchant of Venice. (20marks)
	THE ALIEN WOMAN: Laury Ocen
	

	Either
	
	

	9.
	Why is Bungatira lagging behind in development?
	(20marks)

	Or
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Explain the major hardships that Margaret Nagawa faces in her life.
	(20marks)

	CARCASE FOR HOUNDS: MejaMwangi
	

	Either
	
	

	11.
	What are the weaknesses of the imperial forces in the hunt for Haraka?
	(20marks)

	Or
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Explain the strength of general Haraka in the novel Carcase for Hounds.
	(20marks)


SECTION B

Attempt three questions in this section including one question in poetry THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR: Nikolai Gogol

Either

13. What specific measures would one consider in helping transform the people in The Government
Inspector?
(20marks)

Or

14. “The mayor‟s behavior is very much similar to that of our leaders today” do you agree? (20marks)
	VOICE OF THE PEOPLE: Okoiti Omtatah
	

	Either
	
	
	

	15.
	Explain the problems that the people in Voice of the People face
	(20marks)

	Or
	
	
	

	16.
	How important is Nasirumbito your understanding of the play Voice of the People?
	(20marks)
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	A COWRIE OF HOPE: Binwell Sinyangwe
	

	Either
	
	
	

	17.
	What specific qualities of an African mother do you see evident in Nasula?
	(20marks)

	Or
	
	
	

	18.
	What useful lessons does Sula offer to you as a student?
	(20marks)


THE CURSE OF THE SACRED COW: KaroroOkurut Either

19. What major issues does the playwright bring up in the play, The Curse of the Sacred Cow? (20marks)
	Or
	
	
	
	

	20. What makes the play The Curse of the Sacred Cow enjoyable?
	(20marks)

	MEMA: Daniel Mengara
	

	Either
	
	
	
	

	21. Explain the reasons for which villagers fear Mema in the novel?
	(20marks)

	Or
	
	
	
	

	22. What challenges does Elang face in his life as reflected in the novel, Mema?
	(20marks)

	
	GROWING UP WITH POETRY Edited by Rubadiri
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Either
	
	
	
	

	23. PEDESTRIAN, TO PASSING BENZ - MAN
	

	
	
	
	You man lifted gently
	

	
	
	
	Out of the poverty and suffering
	

	
	
	
	We so recently shared; I say-
	

	
	
	
	Why splash the muddy puddle on to
	

	
	
	
	My bare legs, as if, still unsatisfied
	

	
	
	
	With your seated opulence
	

	
	
	
	You must sully the unwashed
	

	
	
	
	With your diesel – smoke and mud – water
	

	
	
	
	And force him buy, beyond his means
	

	
	
	
	a bar of soap from your shop?
	

	
	
	
	a few years back we shared a master
	

	
	
	
	Today you have none, while I have
	

	
	
	
	exchanged a parasite for something worse.
	

	
	
	
	But maybe a few years is too long a time.
	

	
	
	
	
	(Albert Ojuka) Kenya
	

	Questions
	

	(a)
	Identify the speaker in this poem?
	(01mark)

	(b)
	(i)  Who does he address in this poem?
	(02marks)

	
	
	(ii) Why is this speaker unhappy with the person that he is addressing?
	(04marks)

	(c)  Explain the feelings of the speaker towards the person he is talking about?
	

	
	
	
	
	
	(04marks)

	(d)  What lessons do you learn from this poem?
	(04marks)

	(e)  What makes this poem appealing to you?
	(05marks)
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Or

24. Select a poem that you have studied in the course from the theme of “separation” and use it to answer the following questions
	(a)
	What is the poem and who wrote it?
	(04marks)

	(b) Explain what the poem you have chosen above in (a) is really about?
	

	
	
	(05marks)

	(c)
	Explain the feelings of the speaker towards his message.
	(06marks)

	(d)
	How relevant is the poem to you?
	(05marks)


AN ANTHOLOGY OF EAST AFRICAN POETRY. Edited by A.D Amateshe

Either

25.
EXTENSIONS

When I did marry you

I married not your clan

And it was never my plan.

Now I remain encumbered

With a blanket for grand parents

Money for your parents

And presents for your siblings.

Today it is you uncle

Tomorrow comes your aunt

The next day is your aunt‟s

Cousin‟s younger daughter

Then your brother‟s younger

Wife‟s cousin from Misango.

The whole clan comes

Expecting me to keep smiling

Expecting me to keep giving

Expecting me to keep loving

When I should be worrying

When I should be lamenting

At how slow our people

Are at adapting to

Modernity and development

Why are gerontologists

Taking long to come for

Those wrinkled old bones?

Why can‟t people learn

That we need privacy?

Why the extended greetings

Extended begging hands

Extended vexing expectations

Extended immense families

Extended systems of egalitarianism

Extended marriage extensions
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With redistributive mechanisms?

Why can‟t people learn?

That we need privacy?

Why have they done this to me?

Why have they?

Why?

	
	
	(Humphrey Webuye)
	

	Questions
	

	(a)
	Who is the speaker in this poem?
	(02marks)

	(b)
	(i)
	What do you think this poem is all about?
	(04marks)

	
	(ii)
	Explain the character of the speaker
	(04marks)

	(c)
	Describe the relationship that the speaker has with all his visitors.
	(04marks)

	(d)
	Do you find this poem relevant to you?
	(03marks)

	(e)
	What makes this poem appealing to you?
	(03marks)


Or

26. Choose a poem from the Anthology of E. African Poetry, other than the one in (No. 25) above; on the theme of „love. And answer the following questions.
	(a)
	What is the title of the poem and who wrote it?
	(03marks)

	(b)
	What does the poem say about love?
	(05marks)

	(c)
	(i)
	Explain the feelings of the speaker towards love.
	(04marks)

	
	(ii)
	What are your own feelings towards the message in the poem?
	(04marks)

	(d)
	Explain the reasons that make the poem appealing to you?
	(04marks)


END

9


10


